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Oxford Seal Emphatic Win s paforcda iy

The first legs of the 2007 Southern Men’s League Division 3 west were
held on Saturday 5th May at different venues around the south of
England. Oxford City’s first match was a home venue and was held at
its facility in Horspath and was by all accounts a rounding success.
After a shaky start due to some last-minute injuries to a couple of the
squad members, Oxford finally got the ball rolling with a win in the
Pole Vault- the first event of the day- when Phil Castle cleared 2.65m.
From then on the Oxford team never looked back. Gareth Davies- one
of the stars of last year- continued his impressive form winning his
long jump in 6.10m and smashing the opposition in the triple jump
recording 13.06m. Another impressive performance came from the
diminutive figure of Ian Castle- brother of Phil- when he outshone his
much larger opposition in the Javelin to record 43.55m.

Oxford managed to bring its good form from the field onto to the
track when in the 100m Francis Jamera and Dima Koroma both ran
impressive times of 11.7s to come home in 3rd and 1st place
respectively. The sprinters’ performances were matched by Dan
Merckel in the 5000m when he duelled with an athlete for much of the
race to be pipped to the finish in a time of 15.56.4 minutes. The good
form continued with 2nd places in both strings of the 400m from
youngsters Chris Williams and Chris Brougham and again from Dima
Koroma in the 200m with a 2nd place. Eventually the match came to a
head in the relays when all 4 teams were spectacularly close on points.
Numercous people commented on the closeness of the match; indeed 1
official is quoted as saying “this is the closest match I have ever
witnessed!”. After an unlucky end to the 4 x 100m relay when Joseph
Alison badly tore a muscle and plucky performances from the Castle
brothers in the 3000m steeple chase it was left to the 4 x 400m team
to bring the baton home.

A great start from Chris Williams gave Oxford a healthy lead, which
was quickly cut down by a very talented Stubbington Green Athlete.
After the second legs it was all square between Oxford and
Stubbington and it was left to Chris Brougham to run a secure third leg
to maintain the gap. With the match potentially riding on the final leg
there was massive tension in the crowd. Oxford and Stubbington held
a comfortable 15m lead over the chasers Radley, but willed on by the
roaring crowd the Radley runner was able to close the gap after 200m
and pass the Oxford athlete Sam Moss. Moss, however kept his head
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